
 

Papa’s Choice a chestnut 

stallion foaled March 7, 

1993 in Hillsboro, Alabama 

Papa’s Choice was bred and 

raised in Hillsboro, 

Alabama; bred by me, 

Robert Watkins and raised 

by my mother, Vivian 

Watkins for the first two 

years. His sire was Choice’s 

First Cut; Dam is Classy 

Lady, First Cut by Jubilee’s 

Choice Cut by Sunset 

Jubilee. Classy Lady’s sire 

Threat. Papa’s Choice began training with Harley Taylor and 

Sons Stables right after his sire Choice’s First Cut won the 1995 

World Grand Championship and it was an omen when Mark 

Taylor laughed and said ”Well Doc, I guess that colt is worth a 

lot more money now.” We had a great laugh. Little did we know 

that we were getting ready to start a career that would take us to 

the 1999 World Grand Championship.  

 Papa’s first years as a 2- year-old were relatively 

unsuccessful. I remember he placed second in the Amateur 2-

year-old Stallions, with Mark riding him. Then he placed 

seventh in the 2-year-old Stake with Harley riding him. In this 

initial year of showing Papa continued to grow and continue to 

improve. In 1997, he won the 4-year-old Stake at the Racking 

Horse Championships and continued to improve. As a 5-year-

old, Papa did sustain an injury and was unable to show in the 

1998 Grand Championship. In 1999, as you can see, he put it 

all together and was crowned World Grand Champion.  

 Shortly after 

that, in a training 

accident, Papa broke 

his right hind leg and 

underwent surgery, 

cast application and a 

long and tedious 

recovery period, 

thanks to the folks at 

Coosa Valley Equine 

Center in Prattville, 

Alabama. The surgery 

was successful and 

Papa has recovered, 

although this training injury has left him with a noticeable limp.  

 Papa is the fourth generation in the Sunset line to have 

won the World Grand Championship. We hope that now, he 

will be able to sire future champions.  

 

 

 



 


